
AP1 : AP2 : AP3 :

Topic 1: Theme C How the law works Topic 2: Theme D Power and Influence (1)

Topic Summary: Students explore why we need laws and how law affects us in our 
everyday lives. They consider how the justice system in England and Wales works in 
practice including the roles and power of the police and the courts. They also learn about 
the distinctive features of the criminal, civil and youth justice systems and some of the 
different approaches to settling disputes, addressing inequality, changing behaviour and 
tackling crime in society. 
Key questions: ● What is the law for and how does it affect us? ● How does the justice 
system work? ● Is crime increasing in society?

Topic Summary: In this section students revisit key ideas about democracy, rights and 
responsibilities in Themes A–C as they explore ideas about power. In particular they 
consider power in relation to the ways in which citizens, governments and the media 
exercise power and influence in a range of local to global situations. They contrast 
representative democracy in the UK with a non-democratic political system and the limits 
this places on the rights and freedoms of citizens.
Key questions: ● What power and influence can citizens have? ● What role and influence 
should the media have? ● Does the UK have power and influence in the wider world?

Key knowledge and skills:
• AO1 - Recall, select and communicate 

their knowledge and understanding of 
citizenship concepts, issues and 
terminology. 

• AO2 - Apply skills, knowledge and 
understanding when planning, taking 
and evaluating citizenship actions in a 
variety of contexts. 

• AO3 - Analyse and evaluate issues and 
evidence including different 
viewpoints to construct reasoned 
arguments and draw conclusions. 

Key Literacy – Words to Know:
• Legal right
• Rule of law
• Civil law
• Criminal law
• Crown court
• Magistrates 
• Judge
• Jury
• Barrister
• Solicitor 
• Youth Offenders

Key knowledge and skills:
• AO1 - Recall, select and communicate 

their knowledge and understanding of 
citizenship concepts, issues and 
terminology. 

• AO2 - Apply skills, knowledge and 
understanding when planning, taking 
and evaluating citizenship actions in a 
variety of contexts. 

• AO3 - Analyse and evaluate issues and 
evidence including different 
viewpoints to construct reasoned 
arguments and draw conclusions.

Key Literacy – Words to Know:
• Turnout
• Advocacy
• Lobbying
• Volunteer
• Digital democracy
• Dictator
• Charity
• Public institutions 
• Public services
• Voluntary Organisations

In Year 11 Citizenship this year, I am learning…

Topic 3: Theme D Power and Influence (2) Topic 4: Theme E Taking Citizenship Action

Topic Summary: In this section students revisit key ideas about democracy, rights and 
responsibilities in Themes A–C as they explore ideas about power. In particular they 
consider power in relation to the ways in which citizens, governments and the media 
exercise power and influence in a range of local to global situations. They contrast 
representative democracy in the UK with a non-democratic political system and the limits 
this places on the rights and freedoms of citizens.
Key questions: ● What power and influence can citizens have? ● What role and influence 
should the media have? ● Does the UK have power and influence in the wider world?

Topic Summary:  Students will carry out an in-depth, critical investigation leading to 
citizenship action. The investigation and action can be based on any aspect or issue 
arising from the course content and should be designed to have an impact locally, 
nationally or globally. There are many types of investigation and action that students can 
take that use different methods and citizenship skills. The choice of action will depend on 
the issue or challenge they are addressing and what they intend their action to achieve. 
In considering the focus of their citizenship activity, students will need to be realistic 
about the likelihood of their aims being wholly or partially met. However, students will 
not be penalised where an action did not go as planned. 

Key knowledge and skills:
• AO1 - Recall, select and communicate 

their knowledge and understanding of 
citizenship concepts, issues and 
terminology. 

• AO2 - Apply skills, knowledge and 
understanding when planning, taking 
and evaluating citizenship actions in a 
variety of contexts. 

• AO3 - Analyse and evaluate issues and 
evidence including different 
viewpoints to construct reasoned 
arguments and draw conclusions. 

Key Literacy – Words to Know:
• Dismissal
• Employment tribunal
• Redundancy
• Staff associations
• Media
• Public Opinion
• Censorship
• Press Freedom
• Biased
• Journalist
• Libel

Key knowledge and skills:
• AO1 - Recall, select and communicate 

their knowledge and understanding of 
citizenship concepts, issues and 
terminology. 

• AO2 - Apply skills, knowledge and 
understanding when planning, taking 
and evaluating citizenship actions in a 
variety of contexts. 

• AO3 - Analyse and evaluate issues and 
evidence including different 
viewpoints to construct reasoned 
arguments and draw conclusions. 

Key Literacy – Words to Know:
• Primary research
• Secondary research
• Qualitative data
• Quantitative data
• Collaborating
• Closed questions
• Open questions
• Negotiate
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