
In English in Year 10 I am learning…

Name:

Skills unit A Christmas Carol and Descriptive Writing

In this unit, you will have the chance to refresh your basic skills needed to 

succeed in English Language Papers 1 and 2. This will include skills needed for 

reading like; analysing a piece of writing, understanding how a writer uses 

structure and linguistic devices and recognising different formats of non-fiction 

texts.  It will also include skills needed for writing like; planning and writing a 

creative piece of writing and writing your own views in the different formats of 

non-fiction writing.

In this unit, you will explore Charles Dickens’ classic novel. You will develop 

your understanding of how to analyse writer’s methods and prepare exam 

style essay responses. You will also develop your descriptive writing skills 

including vocabulary and punctuation choices. 

Key knowledge and skills –
• Finding implicit and explicit information
• Language analysis
• Understanding structure
• Recognising linguistic devices
• Using terminology
• Selecting appropriate quotations
• Offering your own opinion
• Comparing different texts
• How to use linguistic devices
• Structuring your writing
• Varied sentence types
• Ambitious vocabulary
• Planning and drafting
• Using spelling, punctuation and grammar 

accurately

Key knowledge and skills –
• Identifying and commenting on 

writer’s methods

• Language analysis

• Selecting appropriate 

quotations

• How to embed contextual 

knowledge

• How to articulate a reader’s 

response.

• Using images as stimuli

• Effective and ambitious 

vocabulary choices

• Using punctuation for effect

Modern Text and Narrative Writing Anthology Poetry

Both of these texts were written in the 20th Century and explore themes and 

issues that can still be seen to affect society today. They depict the difficulties of 

coming of age faced by young people and the challenges they face living up to 

expectations, occasionally facing violent consequences.

In this unit you will explore a range of poetry from the GCSE Anthology on the 

theme of Power and Conflict. You will gain an appreciation of different 

writer's opinions, thoughts and feelings.

Key knowledge and skills –
• Language analysis

• Researching & understanding 

context

• Identifying, analysing & 

evaluating key themes

• Character analysis

• Investigating the impact of 

differing viewpoints

• Understanding allegory

• Developing appropriate 

terminology

Key knowledge and skills –

• Identify, comment on and 
analyse poetic devices

• Language analysis
• Appropriate selection of 

quotations
• How to compare effectively
• Context and how it influences 

writing

Language Papers 1 and 2

In this unit you will develop the skills necessary for both of your English 

Language papers. You will engage with a variety of texts and learn how 

to identify writers points of view, how to compare, to summarise, to 

analyse language, to identify key information and to evaluate a text.

Key knowledge and skills –
• Evaluation skills

• Comparison skills

• Identify key information

• Select appropriate 

information

• Language analysis 

• Summary skills


