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In Year 10 History this year, I am learning…

Topic 1: Renaissance Medicine

Topic Summary:

You will learn about the decline in the significance of the Church and how it led to 
new ideas on the cause and cure of disease. The impact of inventions on the 
communication of new ideas.

Key knowledge and skills:
• Understanding turning points.

• The importance of Factors in 
bringing about Change.

• Learning about key individuals.

Key Literacy – Words to Know:
• Reformation
• Renaissance
• Dissolution
• Anatomy
• Dissection
• Physiology

Topic 2: Medicine in Industrial Britain

Topic Summary: 

You will learn how the overcrowding in English Cities led to outbreaks of new 
diseases, and how the new processes being developed allowed new treatments 
and cures to be developed.

Key knowledge and skills:
• Development of Vaccinations
• Importance of Germ Theory

• Significance of overcrowded living 
conditions

Key Literacy – Words to Know:
• Vaccinations 
• Tuberculosis
• Cholera
• Miasma
• Antiseptic

Year 10 Humanities – Learning Overview – History

Topic 5: Early Elizabethan England – Queen, government and 
religion.

Topic 6: Early Elizabethan England – Challenges to Elizabeth 
at home and abroad.

Topic Summary:

You will learn about key features  and figures in Elizabethan society in 1558. You will 
learn about problems to do with religion and how Elizabeth tried to solve those 
problems. You will also learn about the problem of Mary Queen of Scots.

Topic Summary:

You will learn about the threats to Elizabeth’s reign. You will learn about the plots in 
England to overthrow and replace Elizabeth with Mary Queen of Scots. You will also 
learn about threats to her power from Spain and problems with the Netherlands.

Key knowledge and skills:

• The situation on Elizabeth’s 
accession to the throne.

• The ‘Settlement’ of religion’.

• Challenges to the religious 
settlement.

• The problem of Mary Queen of 
Scots. 

Key Literacy – Words to Know:
• Legitimacy
• Catholic 
• Protestant
• Puritan
• Reformation
• Religious Settlement
• Heir

Key knowledge and skills:

• The Revolt of the Northern Earls. The 

Ridolfi, Throckmorton and Babington 
plots.

• The execution of Mary Queen of 
Scots.

• Relations with Spain and tensions 
over the Netherlands. The outbreak 
of war with Spain and the Spanish 
Armada.

Key Literacy – Words to Know:
• Revolt
• New World
• Privateering
• Beacons
• Galleons

• Fire ships

Topic 7: Early Elizabethan England – Elizabethan society in the age of exploration.

Topic Summary:

You will learn about the key features of Elizabethan society, such as; Education, leisure and poverty. It also covers the age of exploration and colonisation of the New World. 
This will enable you to judge Elizabeth's successes as Queen and decide whether her reignis rightly known as ‘the Golden Age’.

Key knowledge and skills:
• Leisure, Education, poverty and attitudes to the poor.

• Exploration and voyages of discovery. Raleigh and the colonisation of Virginia.

Key Literacy – Words to Know:
• Bear-baiting
• Vagabonds

• Poor Law
• Inflation
• Astrolabe

• Colony
• Circum-navigate
• Roanoke

Topic 3: Modern Medicine Topic 4: Medicine on the Western Front, 1914-18

Topic Summary:

You will learn about the transformation of Medicine in the 20th Century. How the 
developments in previous periods allowed treatments to improve. The impact of the 
NHS and development of high-tech cures.

Topic Summary:

You will learn about medicine on the Western Front and at the problems  it caused 
for health, hygiene and injuries during World War One and you will consider how the 
war was a factor leading to developments in medicine.

Key knowledge and skills:

• Increased importance of 
Government

• Role of NHS in delivering high tech 
treatments

• Response to Lung Cancer

Key Literacy – Words to Know:
• X-Ray
• DNA
• Penicillin 
• Chemotherapy
• NHS 

Key knowledge and skills:

• WW1 – the war and conditions of 
fighting.

• Conditions requiring medical 
treatment, wounds, gas attacks etc.

• Medical treatment on the Western 
Front and field hospitals.

• Significance of new medical 
treatments and their impact.

Key Literacy – Words to Know:
• Trench
• Terrain
• Shrapnel
• Stretcher bearer
• RAMC / FANY
• Blood transfusion

• Aseptic surgery


