
AP1 : AP2 : AP3 :

Topic 1: Islam Topic 2: Judaism 

Topic Summary: Students will focus on the five pillars of Islam 
to start with. This will then lead onto lessons involving 
Importance of the Shahadah and what it entails. Salah and 
its importance for Muslims. Why Muslims give Zakah and Hajj 
the important pilgrimage. 

Topic Summary: In this topic we will be looking at Abraham 
as the founder of Judaism, we will then go on to look at 
Moses. Plagues, ten commandments, Passover and Jewish 
worship will also be looked at. 

Key knowledge and skills:

• Explanation of different 

arguments; forming justified 

opinions using sources of 

authority. 
• Forming justified opinions 

• Using sources of authority 

• drawing comparisons 
between religions 

Key Literacy – Words to Know:

• Salah

• Shahadah

• Hajj 

• Zakah

• Sawm

• Prophets

• Allah

• Prophet Muhammad (PBUH)

• Wudu

• Imam 

• Rakah

• Nisab 

Key knowledge and skills:

• Explanation of different 

arguments; forming justified 

opinions using sources of 

authority. 
• Forming justified opinions 

• Using sources of authority 

• drawing comparisons 
between religions 

Key Literacy – Words to Know:

Exodus

Shema

Torah

Monotheism

Sabbath

Abraham

Moses

Covenant

Ten plagues

Red sea

Sacrifice 

Mezuzah 

In Year 8 RS this year, I am learning…

Topic 3: Christianity Topic 4: Buddhism

Topic Summary: Students will start by looking at the birth and life of Jesus. 

The miracles performed by Jesus and how he lived his life. We will look at 

the prophecies which came about at the time of Jesus. Miracles; both 
healing and nature miracles will be looked at in more detail. 

Topic Summary: Students will start by looking at who the Buddha is. Look at 

the nature of karma, Samsara and Nirvana. Looking at cycle of life, death 

and rebirth is essential to Buddhism. Life is karma, doing good would lead 

to good happening to you. The four noble truths are central to Buddhism. 

Suffering was seen as an important part of life and there are four different 

stages to suffering. 

Key knowledge and skills:

• Explanation of different 

arguments; forming justified 

opinions using sources of 

authority. 
• Forming justified opinions 

• Using sources of authority 

• drawing comparisons 
between religions 

Key Literacy – Words to Know:

• Jesus

• Miracles

• Mary 

• Joseph

• Shepherds 

• Disciples 

• Healing 

• Nature 

• Messiah 

• Prayer 

• God 

• Calming of the storm 

Key knowledge and skills:

• Explanation of different 

arguments; forming justified 

opinions using sources of 

authority. 
• Forming justified opinions 

• Using sources of authority 

• drawing comparisons 
between religions 

Key Literacy – Words to Know:

• Buddha 

• Beliefs 

• Four Noble truths 

• Moral precepts 

• Noble Eightfold Path

• 6 perfections 

• Enlightenment 

• Siddharta Gautama 

• Dhamma 

• Middle way 

• Bodhi tree 

• Middle way 

• Nirvana 
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